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In recent years, the study of the molecular biology and cellular biology of the alpha herpesviruses 
has made great strides. The chapters in this volume summarize and highlight some of the more 
provocative and exciting fi ndings, each with a view to probing or defi ning the mechanisms of viral 
infection. For this reason, not all aspects of the biology of herpesvirus infection will be covered 
here. But instead, the emphasis is on recent advances. 
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